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The Illusion of  Necessity 

revolutions need weak men with strong passions 
men bound by fear and anger 
who think—but not too deeply—and are willing 
 to be led 
and his was indeed the proper attire 
his were indeed the ideologically correct phrases 
 and gestures 
there was little cause for criticism and little 
 reason for derision 
he was the seeming embodiment of all that angry 
 crowd found lacking in themselves—and 
 perhaps what they felt guilty at not being 
I was only what they found strange and disturbing 
 
propagandists may be necessary to revolutions— 
 but not poets 
poets might only live and express the deeper 
 meaning of their time 
the meaning which eludes the historian yet 
 completes the history 
and his shoulders would bear what arms our cause 
 demanded 
mine would bear only laughing children 
and there could be no revolution without him 
but there could be no future without me 
 
J. Blaine Hudson 
Black American Literature Forum, Volume 24, Number 3 (Fall 1990) 

May 25, 1969 

If I can help somebody as I travel along 
If I can help somebody with a word or song 
If I can help somebody from doing wrong 
Then my living shall not be in vain 
 
If I can help somebody as I pass along  
Then my living shall not be in vain 

If  I Can Help Somebody 
Composed by Alma Bazel Androzzo 



 Join us immediately following the program for  
light refreshments and music by the Jerry Tolson Quartet 

Recitation of J. Blaine Hudson’s  
“The Illusion of Necessity” 

Charles A. Nasby 
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Alumna, Pan-African Studies  

 Ricky Jones 
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Closing Remarks James R. Ramsey 
University President 

“If I Can Help Somebody” 
 

Andrea Diggs 
Alumna, School of Music 

A Celebration of  the Life  
of   

Dr. J. Blaine Hudson 

September 8, 1949 -  January 5, 2013 



Blaine Hudson, a lifelong Louisville resident, earned his B.S. and M.Ed. from 
the University of Louisville and his Ed.D. from the University of Kentucky.  
From 1974 to 1992, while teaching part-time, he held staff positions at UofL, 
including University Staff Grievance Officer. 

Dr. Hudson joined the faculty of the Department of Pan-African Studies  
full-time in 1992. He served as Chair of the Department (1998-2003) and as 
an Associate Dean in the College of Arts and Sciences (1999-2004). In 2004, 
he was appointed Acting Dean of the College and, after a national search, was 
appointed permanent Dean in 2005. 

Dr. Hudson’s teaching and research focused on the histories and cultures of 
persons of African ancestry throughout the world, inter-cultural education, 
diversity, and the history and social psychology of race. He contributed to the  
establishment of international programs in seven countries. He was author of 
Fugitive Slaves and the Underground Railroad in the Kentucky Borderland (2002), and 
Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad (2006) and co-author of Two Centuries of 
Black Louisville: A Photographic History (2011).     

Dr. Hudson conducted the research for 10 historical markers and served as a 
historical consultant for the Farmington and Locust Grove historic homes, 
the Muhammad Ali Center, and the Kentucky Center for African American 
Heritage. He was active in local and regional racial and social justice  
organizations and coordinated and taught in the Saturday Academy, a  
community education program focusing on African World history and culture.  
He served on the Board of Directors of the Muhammad Ali Center and as 
Chair of the Kentucky African American Heritage Commission and the  
Kentucky State Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.  

I am a part of all that I have met; 
Yet all experience is an arch wherethro' 
Gleams that untravell’d world whose margin fades 
For ever and for ever when I move. 
How dull it is to pause, to make an end, 
To rust unburnish'd, not to shine in use! 

  —From “Ulysses” by Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1833 

One of Dr. Hudson’s favorite quotes 

Remembering Dr. Hudson 

To read or share thoughts or memories as well as to view photos 
and videos, please visit blainehudson.wordpress.com 


